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Why You Should Care for Your Pet's Teeth

Everyone can understand the importance of dental care for their pets, because
the risk of gingivitis and periodontal disease is the same for animals as it is
for people. There is no reason to believe that animals do not feel the same
pain of sore gums and a toothache that we feel. So, the main reason to care for
your pet's teeth is to prevent pain.

If you never brushed your teeth, your mouth would be sore and you would
have trouble eating. You might feel tired all the time because the infection in
your mouth would spread throughout your body. The exact same thing hap-
pens in your pet's mouth. The mouth is the door to the rest of the body. It has
a very good immune system to protect it against the constant barrage of bacte-
ria and toxins it deals with every minute. But it needs some help. We must
keep it clean of the plaque that is constantly forming on the teeth.

Plaque is a clear, thick substance consisting of saliva, bacteria, and food parti-
cles. In fact, plaque is 80% bacteria and forms within 6-8 hours after brush-
ing. It sticks to the teeth and collects in the pockets around the teeth. If not
removed, an infection will result. This infection will eventually overwhelm
the body's immune system.

Signs of gingivitis and periodontal disease:

Bad Breath

Drooling

Difficulty chewing or eating

Vomiting

Gums swollen or red, may bleed

Brownish-yellow calculus (tartar) on teeth

Receded gums

Loose or missing teeth

The best defense against plaque is regular brushing at home in combina-
tion with professional scaling and polishing. We are your pet's dentist! Ask
us if you have any questions about the health of your pet's mouth. We may
recommend that the teeth be cleaned and polished. Scaling removes the
plaque and tartar buildup. Polishing smoothes the surface of teeth to discour-
age plaque buildup. Modern veterinary dentistry allows us to safely anesthe-
tize most pets to clean the teeth. Depending on your ability to brush the teeth,
your pet may need its teeth professionally cleaned every 6 months to one year.

YouTube Contest — “Brushing Your Pet’s Teeth”

Watch our YouTube video (see the link on bigcreekpet.com). Email us at
BigCreekTeam@bigcreekpet.com with the name of the Great Dane appear-
ing in the video and be entered in a drawing for a $50 gift certificate. Entries
must be received by March 12, 2010 (please only one entry per family).
Check later this month for our next YouTube video.

Big Creek
Pet Hospital’s

Dental Special!

February is National Pet Dental Health
month. While we believe good dental
healthcare for your pet is important all
year, we emphasize it during our Den-
tal Special from January 11" — March
12", Our theme thi
Around the Worl d
Free Dental Assessments —not sure
that your pet can benefit from a profes-
sional dental cleaning? Bring your pet
to us and one of our medical team will
examine yourfreepet

10% off

all dental services

and dental products
1/11/10 - 3/12/10

Weekly Specials — Additionally, if
your pet gets their professional dental
cleaning during the week of their breed
origin, you will receive $20 Big Creek
Bucks for a future purchase.
North America:
Includes any mixed breed pets

(wks of Jan 11™ & Jan 18™)
Europe: (wks of Jan 25" and Feb 1%)
Asia:

Many cat breeds — (wk of Feb 8"

Africa: (wk of Feb 15™)
South America: (wk of Feb 22"
Antarctica:

(wks of Mar 1* and Mar 8™)

Black & White pets

Need to spread the bill over 60 days?
Want to get your
but need some extra time to pay for it?
You can pay for
sional dental cleaning in three easy
payments over 60 days in lieu of the
10% discount.
Call our hospital at 440-234-5831 to
schedule your pet’s professional den-
tal cleaning or to get your pet dental
questions answered.
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Some Issues Resulting
from Dental Disease

Your pet may be in pain — Have
you ever had a toothache? Excru-
ciating, wasn't
have this level of pain but is un-
able to tell you. In fact, they in-
stinctively try not to show pain.

Toothloss—Your pet’ s f
become infected or the underlying
bony support structure may be
damaged due to periodontal dis-
ease. Your pet’s
come loose, lost, or damaged.

More prone to sickness — Infections
in the mouth can
immunity level, thereby making
him or her more prone to sickness.

Shortened life span — The bacteria
in your pet’s mo
bloodstream, spreading throughout
your pet’s body,
ing the heart, liver, lungs, and kid-
neys. In pets (just like us), the
most common cause of valvular
heart infection is dental disease.

This is the kind of
improvement you can
expect for your pet!
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Before Dental Procedure

| ower
After Dental Procedure

your pet

Become a fan of
Big Creek Pet Hospital
on Facebook!

www.tinyurl.com/facebookbcph

Enter our
YouTube
video contest!

You could win a
$50 Gift Certificate!
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Grooming Special

for Puppies

A)? Call us for details:
440-234-5831
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